
for those who wish to rediscover a country, its people, culture, and traditions, which have been largely
overshadowed by its most recent history.
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Kim Helsvig; Jan Eivind Myhre (Editors). Making a Modern University: The University
of Oslo, 1811–2018. 305 pp., illus., index. Oslo: Scandinavian Academic Press, 2018.
€42 (paper). ISBN 9788230402122.

For two centuries the University of Oslo has held a prominent position within higher education in Nor-
way. From 1811 to 1879, it was the country’s only institution for higher learning, and until 1946 its only
university. Until recently the university in the capital was Norway’s largest institution for higher education.
To commemorate its bicentennial jubilee in 2011, professional historians were commissioned to write an
institutional history that would consider students and education as well as academic staff and research.
Making a Modern University is not an abridged English version of the nine-volume history in Norwegian,
but rather a collection of seven essays clearly intended for a scholarly audience not familiar with Scandi-
navian languages and/or with the history and current state of this academic institution on the northern
edge of Europe.

The book aims to shed light on several key events, processes, and dilemmas that arose and have shaped
the University of Oslo (p. 7). The collection covers two centuries and discusses the university in a broader
national, cultural, and political context. Four essays deal mainly with the institution and research, and
three with education and students. The contributions are all well researched and up-to-date on scholarly
literature in their fields.

In “The University of Oslo through 200 Years,” Jan Eivind Myhre demonstrates how the development
of this academic institution falls into a periodization laid out by the Swedish historian Björn Wittrock. In
its first phase, it was mainly a national civil servant school; during the second phase, beginning in the
1870s, the institution changed slowly into a research university. A third phase, the current one, began
around 1960. Myhre labels it “an internationalized mass university” (p. 27). This last phase could, in
my opinion, be divided into two distinct periods: 1960–1990, when it became a large national university,
and then a fourth phase from 1990 onward—the internationalized university.

Thor Inge Rørvik deals with the second phase in “An Institution Caught in the Crossfire.” Rørvik in-
vestigates the years 1870–1911, decades characterized by tensions that arose between the old uniform ac-
ademic culture established to meet the needs of civil servants and the new requirements for doing re-
search, especially in the natural sciences. The introduction of Darwin’s theory is used to illustrate the
principal conflicts.

Fredrik W. Thue continues along the same line about conflicting academic roles. In his essay, “Uni-
versity Teachers: From Civil Servants and Officials to Research,” Thue explores how the primary task of
university scholars from 1811 to the present was defined and then redefined—from teachers to peers in an
international scientific community. According to Thue, contemporary scientific professionalism tends to
downplay the relationship with the students, but also with the public and agencies outside of academia.

The university during the German occupation, 1940–1945, is at the core of Jorunn Sem Fure’s essay,
“A University under Siege.” Fure examines the attempt to make the university an integral part of a Na-
tional Socialist education and political culture. The new regime failed. Their attempt ended with a
dramatic climax: the university shut down, and several hundred students were deported to Germany. The
struggle for democracy and academic freedom came at a high cost for the students.
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In the 1970s, new groups, including many female students and also foreign students, entered the Uni-
versity of Oslo. Eirinn Larsen’s essay, “In the Shadow of Gender Equality,” examines how the university
went from being a place with relatively few, mainly male students to a larger university. Larsen argues that
equality in Norway has generally revolved around gender but that historians should include ethnicity as
well when analyzing the university’s role in social integration (p. 213).

In “The Road to Bologna and Beyond,” Kim Helsvig analyzes a profound change in higher education:
howOslo adapted to European cooperation and internationalmarket for higher education. TheBologna dec-
laration was signed by twenty-nine Europeanministers in Bologna, Italy, in June 1999, with the aim of estab-
lishing a European Higher Education Area (EHEA) with a common degree structure and grading system.

Myhre’s second essay, “Carriers of Knowledge,” discusses the impact to the society of having citizens
with higher education. Myhre concludes the essay with an observation on how (higher) education re-
mains a powerful cultural marker, and the assumption that academic research still is well connected to
politics in Norway (p. 291).

The strength of Making a Modern University lies in its careful explanations of the university in a na-
tional context, as well as its accurate translations of Norwegian concepts and terms. The book comes with
the obvious problem of the genre—a collection of essays presents a disconnected narrative of historical
processes. Still, the book offers valuable glimpses into the past and present of the inner life, education,
and research at the university. The collection also gives the reader an interesting insight into the multiple
linkages between academia and society, especially the importance of the university to the economic, po-
litical, and cultural development of Norway. The book should appeal to scholars interested in history of
science, the history of knowledge, and university history—within and outside of Scandinavia.
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Stephen Case. Making Stars Physical: The Astronomy of Sir John Herschel. viii +
319 pp., figs., notes, bibl., index. Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2018.
$39.95 (cloth). ISBN 9780822945307.

Sir John Frederick William Herschel was the privileged son of a famous father, Frederick William Her-
schel. Undoubtedly very talented, he graduated at the top of his year in Cambridge University as a math-
ematician and was quickly recognized as a national leader in several scientific fields. Generally seen as a
polymath, by the age of about thirty his main interest had become the continuation of his father’s sky sur-
veys. Unlike the small professional community such as that at the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, the
Herschels were not obliged to engage in the mind-numbing production of positional catalogs of stars for
practical navigation and the investigation of planetary orbits. They were at liberty to pursue whatever they
fancied. William’s interest in double stars arose from a belief that they might be useful in solving the long-
term puzzle of determining the distance of stars. In the course of his work he found that a number of
double stars appeared to be in orbit around each other and were, in fact, binaries.

Stephen Case’s Making Stars Physical concentrates on John Herschel’s interest in stellar observations,
starting with his work on the cataloging of doubles and binaries. Besides the example of his father’s obser-
vational skill, he also learned from the systematic way in which his aunt Caroline produced catalogs of
the observations her brother had made. By 1830 Félix Savary and Johann Franz Encke had succeeded in
applying Newtonian gravitational theory and Kepler’s laws to find the orbital parameters of a number of
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